
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 19, 2011 
Title:  Churches Planting Churches: The Mission of the Church 
Text:  Habakkuk 2:14; Matthew 28:18-20 
Theme: Churches plant churches; this is the mission of the Church in the on-going Story 

of God. 
 
Introduction:  
God has written one Story.  This Story tells the triumph of His purpose in glorifying Himself 
through the redemption of sinners who love Him and worship Him forever.  The mission of 
the Church is to gather worshippers from every tongue, tribe, people, and nation. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Our Mission is the outworking of our desire to be a worshipping fellowship and to make 
worshippers of all the nations. 
 
The Storyline: 
The Mission of the Church is part of the one Story of God.  Habakkuk 2:14 assures us the 
Mission will not fail. 
 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 

 
The Problem: 
We fail to keep the mission primary. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know His love for all to come and worship Him.  

Only in this will they ever be satisfied and at rest. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to obey God in following His mission 

within the Story. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of obeying God and following His 

mission within the Story. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. What is Church Planting (Hereafter CP)?  
 
Church planting is a process that results in a new (local) church. It should be distinguished 
from church development, where a new service, new worship center or fresh expression is 
created that is integrated into an already established congregation. For a local church to be 
planted, it must eventually have a separate life of its own and be able to function without its 
parent body, even if it continues to stay in relationship denominationally or through being 
part of a network.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_planting 
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II. Who sets the Mission of the Church? 
 

•Why is this important? 

–Everything God created has structure/hierarchy 
 

Someone will set the agenda and direction of the mission.  If not, then you have an Awana 
four-way tug of war.  Everyone with their own agenda is attempting to pull the rope across 
their own line.  The old adage will prove true, “Too many cooks spoil the broth.” 
 

–“Can’t we all just get along?” (yes)  

–“Who cares who gets the credit as long as the work is getting done?” (sounds good, but . . .)  

•Who determines the agenda as to where workers and finances are directed? 

•Who identifies the workers, equips the workers, send the workers, and support the workers? 
 

•Those who have been used to start agencies/ministries outside the umbrella of local church 
leadership are means/instruments enabling local churches to extend their reach without 
which local churches would be severely limited.   
 

•These agencies/ministries are not local churches.  They can be, if they so desired, but most 
agencies/ministries do not identify themselves as local churches. 
 
There is a mindset that I hope is not widespread, but pragmatically many within leadership of 
local churches “feel” as if they’ve been invited to play in the game only because they bring the 
ball. 
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III. Why must CP be a priority? 
 

The following information is from https://www.e4network.org/why-church-planting. 
 

1. For every new church that opens, four close. 
2. 19.4 % decline in church attendance in the past decade alone 
3. Only 28% of people ages 23-37 attend church, as opposed to 43%-52% for older generations. 
4. Only one county in America has a greater church population than it did ten years ago. 
5. 15,000 people per month convert to Islam in the U.S. 
6. 290 million people in the US. 65% or 188 million have no vital church connection. 
7. If we were to start new churches of 1000 people each, we would need almost 200,000 new 

churches in the United States to win all these people. 
8. According to Billy Graham, about 75% of all those who consider themselves Christians and 

regularly go to church are really not Christians. So we need to win not only all of those 
“outside” the church but also many of those “inside” the church. 

9. The U.S. has the 4th largest population of unreached people in the world, after India, 
China, and Malaysia. 

10. 85% of all churches in America are either [flat] or are declining (Win Arn, Church Growth 
Expert; found in Aubrey Malphurs, Planting growing Churches. Page 13.) 

11. Of the 85% that are growing, 14% are doing so by transfer from other churches. (Malphurs, 
page 32) 

12. Even with all those churches out there, 65% of North American’s (~200 million people) 
have no church affiliation and do not consider themselves Christians. 

13. That means that only 1 out of 100 of the churches that claim to be “evangelical” is actually 
winning non-Christians to Christ. We desperately need more “Great Commission” 
churches.  

14. As good stewards we must ask ourselves how we will spend our limited resources. Do we 
reenergize existing churches or work on starting new ones?  

15. As Audrey Malphurs puts it, “It is easier to have a baby than to raise the dead.”  
16. The single most effective evangelistic methodology under heaven is planting new 

churches. (Wagner, “Church Planting For a Greater Harvest,” Page 7.)  
 

IV. What is the biblical pattern for CP? 
 

1. Christ entrusted His disciples to make disciples everywhere they went (Matt. 28:18-20). 
2. The converted assembled in geographical locations (i.e. the church of Ephesus, etc.). 
3. Paul sent letters to geographically defined assemblies (i.e. the church of Ephesus, etc.). 
4. Paul ordained Elders and entrusted them to oversee these geographically defined 

assemblies (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5). 
5. It is expected that every local church will perpetuate the process of going into all the world 

and making disciples of the nations. 
6. Everything reproduces after its kind.  The church reproduces after its kind. 
7. Extinction eliminates species.  When the church fails to reproduce, it will go extinct. 
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V. What is the Mission of our geographically defined assembly? 
 

1. We are not only to strengthen existing churches (i.e. this church), but 
2. We are to establish new churches locally, nationally, and globally. 
3. We believe CP is from the church, sustained by the church, and is for the church. 
4. This means, we believe local churches are indispensable in identifying, equipping, sending, 

and supporting CP. 
5. If we do not reproduce, THE CHURCH will not go extinct, but we will. 
6. If we do not reproduce after our kind, we will be dead while we still live. 
7. Form without function is an invitation to stagnation.  A stagnated pool is foul. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Continue to make CP a primary pillar within our fellowship. 
2. Continue to seek out CP. 
3. Continue to align ourselves with others who are church planting locally, nationally, and 

globally. 
4. Let us understand what the mission of this church is. 
5. Let us support the mission by strengthening this church and support the equipping, 

sending, and supporting of those identified by the leadership for the task of CP. 


